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“With mangled hue 
Of purple, blue, and brilliant red, 

Though spurned beneath the passing tread. 
Prickly and harsh, with tints that pass 
The garden pride— the Viper Grass.” 

The whole plant is exceedingly rough and 
bristly, and very unpleasant to handle, as indeed 
are all the natural family Boraginese. 

The Small Bugloss, ( Lyeopsis arvensis,) p ro . 
duces small bright blue flowers, and grows in corn 
fields in a sandy soil. 

“ Where thistles stretch their prickly arms afar, 

And to the ragged infant threaten war. 

The poppies nodding, mock the hope of toil, 

And the blue Bugloss paints the sterile soil.” 

The Common Alkanet, Anchusa officinalis,) 
and the evergreen species, ( A . sempevirens) also 
belong to the same family, are very bristly, and 
bear exceedingly bright blue blossoms. The roots 
are used in making rouge for the face : but we are 
glad to find this barbarous custom of disfiguring 
the countenance is now thrown aside by our ladies, 
and left to the Arabs, Turks, Indians, and other 
uncivilized nations. The Alkanet root is also 
steeped in oil for the purpose of polishing beech 
and other wood, and giving them a darker hue. 
Galen in his time, noticed the root as a cosmetic, 
and the rouge, made from it is said to be the most 
ancient, as well as the most innocent of all the 
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paints for the face. It was used by the ancients 
to give an agreeable colour to their ointments, and 
is now applied to colouring lip salves and plasters. 
Pliny states that where the alkanet was used, they 
added salt to prevent the oil in those compositions 
from becoming rancid. The root was in request 
by the Romans for colouring wood, wool, and 
wax. Our apothecaries are principally supplied 
with this root from Languedoc and Provence. 

THRIFT. 

( Statice Armenia). 

Class, Pentandria. Order, Pentagynia. N. O., Plum- 
baginese. 


We have here a flower that is to be found in 
almost every cottage garden we pass, where it is 
used as an edging to the flower beds. 
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